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Magento 2 Migration
Explained
Know the Basics On What To Expect &
Why Your Magento 1.X Site Needs to Migrate

What to Expect with a Magento 2 Migration
Migrating from Magento 1 to Magento 2 involves changing database structures,
themes and working with a new API. Don’t expect a point and click operation, it is a
migration -not an upgrade. You will want to have the migration expertly managed to
avoid data loss and downtime. We have a few considerations when you look into
making the migration:

Before You Start
Do consider an upgrade of your site at the same time as the migration. It is a perfect
moment to make serious changes and get your site ready for the next level of digital
growth. Work with experts in user experience and technology to consider whether
your site needs to be designed with more hardware, more advanced topology, etc.

A Basic Migration Plan Will Look Something Like This
1. Review extensions on your current site;
2. Build and prepare Magento 2 store for migration;
3. Dry run: Before you start migration on the production environment, it is best practice to go
through all the migration steps on your testing environment;
4. Start your migration with the Data Migration Tool. This tool will migrate customers, catalogues,
orders, shipment, and your core configuration. However, it is important to know what it does
not migrate. Your custom data, admin rights, media files, and certain other custom technical
aspects will not carry over seamlessly on the tool;
5. Migrate Magento 1 theme to Magento 2 and make User Interface level changes;
6. Make changes to the migrated data as needed;
7. Update incremental data. After migrating data, you will then have to gradually collect the data
updates that have been added in the Magento 1 store (such as new orders & reviews) and go
into Delta mode to transfer these updates to the Magento 2 store;
8. Go live- Now that your Magento 2 site is up-to-date and is functioning normally, you can cut
over to the new site!

Other Considerations
Cost: Just like an upgrade between 1.x versions, the level of effort to migrate from Magento 1 to
Magento 2 depends upon how you have built your site and its level of customization. Also, as
mentioned earlier, migration is the right time to consider an upgrade to the site, such as improving
upon the User Experience (UX). Changes like these will further influence the cost of migration to
Magento 2.
Extensions & Custom Code: You might have used third party extensions on your Magento 1
system to fulfill some functionality not offered out of the box. While migrating to Magento 2,
diligent review needs to be done to see if extension can be removed and replaced with out of the
box Magento 2 feature or an Magento 2 equivalent extension is available.
The right delivery partner is crucial to success, whichever Magento 2 migration procedure
you decide on. Moving from Magento 1 to Magento 2 requires a careful, considered approach, but
Echidna has the expertise to make it simple. We’re experts in Magento, visit our contact us page to
start a conversation and learn more.
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Magento 1 End - of - Life

Does My Site Need to Migrate to Magento 2?
Magento announced they will be ending support for Magento 1 in June 2020, as long as licenses
have been extended to align with that date. Even though support has not ended yet, it is clear the
days of Magento 1 are numbered.

Consider These Factors If You Stay on Magento 1
Security patches will not be produced for these versions once support ends.
No new features will be added.
Magento 1 will become increasingly vulnerable to hacks as the code grows older.
Magento 2 users will have an increasingly competitive advantage based on features and
functionality.
Because running unsupported software is extremely risky, particularly when the software that isn’t
supported is such a fundamental part of your operation, we recommend moving to Magento 2
sometime in 2019 if you have not already done so. The timeline for a migration can vary based on
your site, but a safe bet is to allow a minimum of 3 months. Again remember, this timeline is totally
dependent on the level of customization you have done on the Magento 1 site.
If you decide to stay on Magento 1 you are ultimately putting your brand at a stand still in terms of
continual innovation and steps behind in future readiness, giving your competitors a huge edge.
CONTACT ECHIDNA TO DISCUSS YOUR MIGRATION

Echidna is a certiﬁed Magento Solutions Partner, Magento 2 Certiﬁed and Gold Sponsor at
the upcoming Magento Imagine 2019 Conference. Contact our digital experts to discuss
your questions and requirements around a Magento 2 migration today.
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